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Sunday 20 October 2024 
Trinity 21
Rev’d John Reeve Team Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion

Jumble Sale: Church Hall Saturday 19 October  2.00- 3.30pm– raising funds for the Restoration Fund. This has been organised by members of the Bartley School PTA.
Breakfast Monday 21 October 9.30am Come along for a Full English
or a bacon buttie, chat and fellowship. Do take this opportunity to invite friends, neighbours and family – 
FROM £3.00 INC DRINKS - Please let Clive or Sandra know asap to book your place: 07787486574 clive@candshenry.co.uk
Sunday 27 October: Bible Sunday

On this Sunday we are meeting together with St. Mary’s Copythorne &  Cadnam Methodists in the Copythorne Parish Hall (Pollards Moor Road) at 11.00am. This Sunday is often kept as Bible Sunday. Do note there will be NO service on this day in the church hall at 11.30am (our 8.00am service will take place). Immediately following the Parish Hall service there will be a simple soup lunch prepared for us.

The All Souls’ Memorial service will be on Sunday 27 October at 4.00pm. We remember loved ones who have died.

Meditation Spa: John leads these sessions with people from both church and wider community (aged from 15 years upwards) –The next session is on 21 October 7.00-8.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Booking your place with John essential.

Restoration Works: We have almost all the costings re the chancel & sanctuary flooring, re-plastering & rendering, floor tiles, electric orks, and re-decoration – we are in the middle of preparing and submitting grant applications so we can fulfil all the scheduled restoration works. These grant awards are critical to ensuring the works will be complete.
The 5p collection: we have now raised £1025 from the 5p jars for the Restoration works. This is fantastic – keep collecting!
Rev’d John & the Nice Marathon Run: John has completed his fourteenth week of marathon training for the Nice Marathon Sunday 3rd November – a long road of 19 miles included - no injuries! https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/revdjohnmarathon
Reading the Bible: Tuesday 12 November 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne. John leads to help us make connections with faith, daily life and the different parts of the bible. 

The Christmas Fayre: 16 November 2.00-4.00pm book it into your diaries!
From John – our Vicar
The possibility of our own achievement is incredible… as humans we can summit Everest and even fly to the moon… and when success comes our way, and the flush of excitement fades, sometimes slowly, sometimes all at once, a question creeps up on us… ‘it this it? Is this all there is?’

You see, so much of our modern life is predicated on our own personal achievement. Life works when we do well. When the goal is met, when the badge is pinned on us, when the pat on the back is received… then life has meaning. But does it? That question ‘is this all there is?’ lingers.

Psychologists point to three big elements in the discovery of meaning in life. The first is coherence. This is where everything makes sense, where there is order to how things work out. Spring follows winter, and summer precedes autumn; the diet plan works when food intake is reduced and exercise increased. We respond well to this kind of coherence. The second element is purpose: when a goal is set. The Japanese have a word for this – ‘ikigai’. It’s that purpose, reason for living. So, rather than living the day in a kind of haze, life is lived with a big ‘why’ providing momentum and energy.

But perhaps the most important is the third element which is often labelled as ‘significance’. By this we mean we are more than what we are right now. In other words, I am more than simply a bunch of cells and a human frame carrying me along. Significance suggests that I will continue to matter – not just now – but right into the future, and even beyond my death. This element transcends the very personalised sense of coherence and purpose. Meaning in life is discovered primarily when ‘significance’ emerges out of the order of the day and the goals set. 

The gospel of Jesus opens a window into this ‘significance’. In Jesus’ answer to James and John’s request to him that they should sit one at his right, and one at his left in the future kingdom, and in the subsequent arguments among his disciples as to who is the greatest, Jesus very directly subverts the desire to dominate (and get what we want) into a desire to serve, support, enable… others to make the next step for their journey. It is as service becomes the benchmark of our lives, whether that be in our family context, or with colleagues or neighbours, or even the stranger on the street… we discover God’s treasure… significance! 

‘Significance’ means the ‘self’ diminishes, and a more resilient, understanding, forgiving energy in habits the core of who we are. There is no guarantee that this ‘significance’, this ‘service’ is easy. Mark describes it as ‘a ransom for many’ – in other words it will cost us. There will need to be plenty of forgiveness (for the deficits of others), and a good dose of patience along with the capacity to just keep going. This is the ‘ransom’ Jesus himself gives up and calls us to follow him and do likewise.

We each carry with us the flawed reality of our own deficits. But we also carry a heart yearning for meaning in the bruises, uncomfortable edges, and sometimes downright unfairness of everything. We move from a ‘me’ centred existence – where everything relates to my experience and discover another orbit where the ‘me’ of my life is on the periphery, and the ‘life of the age to come’ is allowed to flow and shape all my encounters, my thinking, and experience of all the ups and downs of human life. It is as this life flows in us we drink the cup given to us – and this really is all there is!

Sunday 20 October Trinity 21
Collect for Trinity 21
Grant, we beseech you, merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Isaiah 53: 4-12

   Surely he took up our pain
    and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
    stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression[a] and judgment he was taken away.
    Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
    for the transgression of my people he was punished.[b]
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
    nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
    and though the Lord makes[c] his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
11 After he has suffered,
    he will see the light of life[d] and be satisfied[e];
by his knowledge[f] my righteous servant will justifymany,
    and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,[g]
    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,[h]
because he poured out his life unto death,
    and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
    and made intercession for the transgressors.

Mark 10: 35-45
 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

39 “We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Prayers for Trinity 21
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

Bind us together, Lord
Bind us together
With cords that cannot be broken
Bind us together, Lord
Bind us together
Bind us together in Love

There is only one God,
There is only one King
There is only one Body,
That is why we sing.

Fit for the glory of God,
Purchased by His precious Blood
Born with the right to be free
Jesus the victory has won.

We are the family of God
We are the promise divine
We are God's chosen desire
We are the glorious new wine.
Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Susie Curtis)
Heavenly Father, we gather here today in St Matthews Hall to worship you,

We thank you for this day and  for this chance to worship you together, not forgetting some of our congregation who cannot be here with us physically.

Lord in your mercy

We all pray every day for the situation in The Middle East, feeling quite sad as we see the pictures on our televisions, it is hard to stand here in the safety of our community to fully understand what your people are going through. We pray that the good rises over evil and that this situation will improve especially for the babies and children.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for our families, our friends, and our community we pray for our church school, children, and staff. We pray that the children will learn every day the grace of your love and how to share their learnings and love with their friends and parents.
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Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

Also, those who have asked for our prayers …………………….see sheet.

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days.  ……

And those who’s anniversary of death occurs this week: Muriel Thompson (20th), Margaret Butterfield (24th), David Vick (25th), John Calverley (25th);
REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, we pray for John, we thank you for his leadership, and his hard work

Along with our churchwardens and our treasurer and clerk of works, who are working so hard for our beloved church. We also prey for our architect Tim who.

has been on board working behind the scenes to get the structure to this stage.

Lord in your mercy

Our loving heavenly father, be with us all this coming week, as we pray with open hearts and minds and the feeling you are here with us, be with our families and friends keep them safe in their daily lives.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1. Brother, sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christlight for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I wil! weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.

5. When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray thatl may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.
	

	


The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God, Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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