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Sunday 17 November 2024 
2nd before Advent

Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
The Christmas Fayre: 16 November 2.00-4.00pm book it into your diaries! This is always a lovely occasion – busy and festive! If you wish to drop anything in to be sold during the Fayre do drop anything in from 12 noon onwards as the Fayre will be getting ready at that point. 
Church Christmas cards – with a lovely painted winter scene of St. Matthew’s from a local artist – will be available at the Christmas Fayre. Be ready to stock up and support the Restoration Fund as well. For more info speak to Ros.

Festive Afternoon Tea Sunday 1st December  2.30pm in the Church Hall: £10 tickets need to be booked through Clive & Sandra by 25 November at clive@candshenry.co.uk & 07787486574 (see also the attached flyer for more info)
The Restoration Leaflets – designed by Becky Clayton (who was married to Stuart at the beginning of October) and printed by Chris Simmonds (a dad from our church school) have been delivered all along Woodlands Road (and some of the surrounding roads), Tatchbury Lane, Fletchwood Lane, Ringwood Road – a big thank you to all our leaflet droppers! There’s been a bit of a surge for John’s just giving page in recent days through these leaflets. Over £2K has been donated through this page – and there have been many cash and cheque donations as well!
Rev’d John & the Nice Marathon Run: John completed the marathon with some very tired limbs… there was plenty of hydration stations on the course which proved essential as the marathon was run under cloudless skies! You can catch a 2 minute story of John’s marathon here: https://youtu.be/UH6xSq2OOEk?si=TIP6oM6vhI900YPb
John’s just giving page can be found at: https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/revdjohnmarathon
CATS Production: ‘Ali Baba’ is being performed at the Copythorne Parish Hall on 23/24 November & 30 November – tickets available at Bartley Post Office – supporting the Restoration Fund at Netley Marsh.

Advent Sung Reflection – Kindle a Flame: Sunday 8 December at 4.00pm 

This will be a lovely Copythorne church choir led service of Iona and Taize chants as we travel with the major Advent theme of discovering the light in the darkness. The service will be no longer than 40 minutes.

From John – our Vicar
We can’t get away from the sadness of witnessing the disintegration of trust in our religious institutions over the last 50/60 years. This has gone together with a side-lining of the sacred in the common life. And God rarely gets a mention – not even at Christmas or Easter.

The safeguarding horror show which has unfolded in recently across has further accelerated this loss of trust. Our own Archbishop of Canterbury, his recognition of culpability in the cover-up of extensive violent abuses to impressionable young adults and children within the church, is the latest example of an institution flailing under the expectation that it would resolutely stand on the side of the victims. The fact that once again, the church is understood as self-serving and utterly beholden to reputation –is unfortunately simply as it really is. 

With all its limitation and flaws, it is the church which we belong to. The church is called to be a sacrament of the beautiful divine life. It is difficult to join in with the archbishop when he said (in a TV interview on the Thursday before his resignation) he ‘doesn’t care a hang for the institution…’ - it is this institution which we’re a part of, and when trust is diminished, we feel the impact of the further removal of any sense of God in the national public life. This is not easy to live with.

It is no surprise then that society can claim it has no need of the holy to build and sustain a culture of right living. And perhaps we can concur that a god which colludes with violent abuse is no god we would wish to put our name to. Yet in our scriptures there is read a violence credited to God. This has historically justified the alignment of God with the forces of power and oppression – and perhaps it is why those who serve in high office find it so difficult to disentangle themselves from the dynamic of abusive power systems and relationships.

As I’ve often written this is a profound disservice to our scriptures. The violence attributed to God is real – but as the scriptures unfold it moves from a vengeful, stone-throwing deity into one which is entirely tender-hearted, over-flowing in loving-kindness and abounding in mercy. This movement within our own sacred text, means we as a Christian community are obligated to recognise the discomfort of how some strands of our own church (and sometimes our own mindsets) have swallowed the deception of the violent God. This leads us into a humility as the truth of the God in Jesus Christ drops into our thinking and behaviour. It means we can never be in step with the forces of violence and authority prevalent in so much of culture. It means we hold an ever-deepening sense of our own history of misappropriated action and belief, as we move into another space of forgiveness and profound trust in the goodness of all life. 

I love the analogy of the church as a ‘half-way house’. It’s that place where people gather who are making this same movement from a life of self-serving power games into a courageous life of service and forgiveness. We are people who have one foot in one world and one foot in another. It is for us to encourage each other to recognise where we have sided with the forces of power, and to make the faithful movement towards another place. 

The Rev’d Martin Luther King, a towering example of a church leader on the public stage, once said, ‘It is no longer a choice my friends, between violence and non-violence. It is either non-violence or non-existence’. And that is how it is. We put our trust in the God who draws near to the wounded and raises up the downtrodden.

Sunday 17 November 2nd before Advent
Collect for 2nd before Advent
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Daniel 12: 1-3

“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found written in the book—will be delivered. 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise[a] will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.

Mark 13: 1-8

As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!”
2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.”

3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately,4 “Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?”
5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.6 Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth painsPrayers for 2nd Sunday before Advent
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
to his feet your tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King!

2 Praise him for his grace and favor
to his people in distress.
Praise him, still the same as ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glorious in his faithfulness!

3 Fatherlike he tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame he knows.
In his hand he gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Widely yet his mercy flows!

4 Angels, help us to adore him;
you behold him face to face.
Sun and moon, bow down before him,
dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace! 
Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Poatyricia Pennicott)
Let us pray for the peace of the world:

For statesmen and rulers, that they may have wisdom to know and courage to do what is right, 

for all who work to improve international relationships, that they may find the true way to reconcile people of different race, colour  and creed …

and for men and women the world over, that they may have justice and peace, and live in security and peace.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

Heavenly Father, as the days at this time of the year get colder we give thanks for the warmth and comfort of our own homes. Let  us not forget how fortunate we are, and be thankful.

Let us remember and pray for all those not so fortunate, not only in this country but in many other countries, who are homeless and helpless. May they be enabled to find the help that they need to build their  lives and find comfort and peace.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for all those who are sick in body, mind or soul and for those who care for them. We pray for those who have asked and in need of our prayers at this time;

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those who have died in recent days: Mike Smith, Alma Keppie;  and we pray for those who mourn for them;

And we pray for those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: Keith Daly (17th), Jo Beschi (23rd);
Rest eternal and grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

We pray for everyone here this morning, we pray for our families, friends and all those whom we love, and we ask, Lord for your blessings upon us all.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Through all the changing scenes of life,
in trouble and in joy,
the praises of my God shall still
my heart and tongue employ.
Of his deliv'rance I will boast,
till all that are distressed,
from my example comfort take
and lay their griefs to rest.

2 O magnify the LORD with me,
exalt his holy name;
when in distress to him I called,
he to my rescue came.
The hosts of God encamp around
the dwellings of the just;
deliv'rance he affords to all
who in his promise trust.

3 O taste and see that he is good;
experience will decide
how blest are they, and only they
who in the LORD confide.
Fear him, you saints, and you will then
have nothing else to fear;
make serving him your sole delight,
your wants shall be his care.

	

	


The Blessing

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, that you may reign with him in glory; and the blessing of God, Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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