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Sunday 23rd February 2025 
2nd Sunday before Lent
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Morning Worship
Ash Wednesday: 5 March

This is when the holy season of Lent begins. There will be a service at 10.15am in the Church Hall with the imposition of ash. If you are not able to make this, then there is an evening service at St. Mary’s Copythorne at 7.00pm.

The Battle of Netley Marsh - Hangar Farm Wednesday 5 March 7.30pm there will be a screening of ‘The Battle of Netley Marsh and the Origins of Wessex’. Tickets £10/£7/£5 – and they are selling fast – it looks like it will be a sell-out! All profits to St. Matthew’s Restoration Fund.

Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 4 March at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday 3  & 17 March both at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions with both members of the wider community and our own church community. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Spring Fayre: Saturday 15 March: 2.00-4.00pm – this is a major fund-raising event for church funds. We do need plenty of bottles (bring them into the hall on a Sunday), chocolates, cakes on the day, raffle prizes. If you wish to help, just contact either Ros or Deana. Thank you!

Revision of Church Electoral Roll
Every 6 years the church electoral roll (akin to a membership list) is drawn up afresh. This means everybody will need to complete a new electoral roll form – these will be in church for the next four Sundays. Please either complete in church or forward to me a completed form so your name can be added to the new list. Thank you. 
Skittles – Monday 17 February
Proved a great success again. A big thank you to Clive and Sandra for all the organisation and the Wellow Golf Club for its hospitality. It was a great opportunity for fun and fellowship – and a total of £124.55 was raised. Some of these funds will enable us to arrange and have available t-shirts etc with the church logo and name. 34 people were able to be part of this event. 

May Morning Coffee Event: Wednesday 28 May – if you know anyone who is a crafter and would like a stall let Clive & Sandra know (we already have card makers).

From John – our Vicar

Obedience is a word which generally elicits a groan or a weary sigh, rather than an ecstatic cry of acclaim! The ‘big stick’ comes readily to mind when ‘obedience’ is mentioned. It can make us grit our teeth, head down, and try a bit harder...

God gives the ten commandments; the Old Testament is full of ‘the law’ and all its demands – it would seem the God of our scriptures is a figure which requires obedience with our own spiritual value closely associated to our compliance. Perhaps much of religion has been promulgated on such a basis – where the followers gain either a smug sense of success or a despairing weight of failure.

St. Paul tells us however that God’s law can best be summed up by the word ‘love’. Loving God and loving others – no matter who they be! ‘Love’ is a dynamic energy which can never be reduced to a command. Love is more closely aligned to the freedom in a dance, or the movement of a musical composition rather than a ‘paint-by-numbers’ right and wrong approach. Yet there is something appealing about the clarity of a didactic approach... and something personally demanding about a fluid dance or a many layered musical experience. One is highly limited, while the other is rich and diverse, full of interest, vigour, and imagination.

And yet the word ‘obedience’ remains in our religious vocabulary. How does it equate with the ‘love’ which completes the law? How does the harshness of one complement the vibrancy of the other? Many Christian traditions have become entwined in a contradictory faith story – where on the one hand God endlessly forgives and then violently condemns the disobedient. It can leave the follower deeply insecure as to which ‘God’ is going to turn up. Perhaps more than any other message, it has been this which has so disfigured the Christian faith. No wonder there has been such a rejection of faith today.

The best description we have of God is that he is ‘love’. And when God loves the world – by giving himself into the world – there is complete risk. The gift of this love will either result in triumph or tragedy, it will either be received or rejected (or ignored). When the gift is given, God does not know the outcome – so we call it love. When love is received, it is made complete – and we say there has been obedience. But when it is ignored or brushed aside, it is left incomplete... and here we have disobedience to God’s law. 

Maybe this is why the creation stories are so important. They describe at the beginning a God which loves what he is making. These early Genesis stories tell us despite everything that conspires to deny this, each one of us is of immense worth, of infinite value because we’re loved by God. Thus, our value is intrinsic to who we are, never dependent on our achievements or extrinsic attributes. Our worth stems from the fact that we exist only because of this divine love centred into each one of us.

We are invited to receive this love, to recognise it and in doing so to complete it. This is what we call obedience. It brings about a harmony and an ordering which allows life to flourish. This recognition of God’s love is one of the reasons why in the Lent season we simplify everything, we give up that which distracts… and we give our hearts chance to recognise, receive and complete this gift beyond all gifts. And once it has been received, we are compelled to pass it on – reverencing God’s likeness in everyone and everything.  

To do this is to truly obey the God who gives us life – both now and ever!

Sunday 23 February 2nd before Lent
Collect for second Sunday before Lent

Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the  Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen. 
 Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-end

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth[a] and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams[b] came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man[c] from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
8 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
    for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
Luke 8: 22-25
 22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.
24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.”
Prayers for second Sunday before Lent
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry, and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newsness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Breathe on me, breath of God:
fill me with life anew,
that I may love as you have loved
and do as you would do.

2 Breathe on me, breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until my will is one with yours
to do and to endure.

3 Breathe on me, breath of God;
fulfil my heart's desire,
until this earthly part of me
glows with your heavenly fire.

4 Breathe on me, breath of God;
so shall I never die,
but live with you the perfect life
of your eternity.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Joan Read)

Father we pray for your church throughout the world and for all of your people that they may live in peace and feel your love and presence every day. We pray for John and for the life of this parish and community. We also pray for everyone who works tirelessly to restore our beautiful church so that we once again can worship there.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for our nation and   for those who serve in our government, in our military and in civil service; We pray especially for the safety and welfare of first responders, and all who stand in harm's way to protect and defend the lives of others.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for our children as they grow up. Give us understanding of their needs and show us how best we can help them as they face their problems and prepare for life in the world. Help us to make our homes a place where at all times they may find love and security. We pray for children who are less fortunate, for those who have lost a parent, for those who are homeless and for those who have witnessed events that young eyes should never have to see.

Lord in your mercy

We ask for your peace and comfort for those who are suffering. Help them to find hope and strength to keep going. We pray especially for ……..

Lord in your mercy

We pray for those who have died in recent days: Clive Reacord;

And for those whose anniversary falls at this time: Charles Lucas, Daisy Mumford (27th), Anne Robinson (27th);

Rest eternal grant unto them oh Lord and let light perpetual shine on them

Lord in your mercy

Faithful God, we pray for ourselves. We ask that in all we do, we will walk more closely with you at our side safe in the knowledge that your love and care know no bounds.
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood and Your loving care
Now I am Your son, I am adopted in Your family and I can never be alone
'Cause Father God, You're there beside me
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more
Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood and Your loving care
Now I am Your son, I am adopted in Your family and I can never be alone
'Cause Father God, You're there beside me

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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