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Sunday 19 January 2025 
Epiphany 2
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
Restoration Project: the works began again on Monday 13 January. It was not long before complications arose – it is now clear that the organ will need to be removed to the back of the church to enable a secure base for the organ. The chancel flooring though is being completed… and so the works move another step closer to being finished. The works regarding the organ will mean an extra £11.5K plus VAT to the project costs. Do continue to pray for the contractors, our architect and Dave (our clerk of works) as the project progresses over these next few months.
The Battle of Netley Marsh - at Hangar Farm on Wednesday 5 March at 7.30pm there will be a screening of ‘The Battle of Netley Marsh and the Origins of Wessex’. This is a locally produced documentary film with vivid re-enactments and lots of local history. Tickets £10/£7/£5 – all profits to St. Matthew’s Restoration Fund.

Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 4 February at 7.00pm. John will be talking through the early chapters of Luke’s gospel as we learn together positive ways of reading the bible which impact our thinking and ways of living. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – and parking is available directly outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday 27 January, 3 & 17 February all at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions with both members of the wider community and our own church community. Places do need to be booked – please contact John if you would like to book your place.

Skittles & Lunch: Monday 17 February 11.45am for 12 noon start at Wellow Golf Club - £16 ticket to include lunch. The details for the event (including lunch menu) is attached to this newsletter. Book in your place and invite friends and family. 

‘Pray-as-you-go’ app – it’s a free app which can be downloaded to your i-pad, smart phone etc. The app provides a 10-minute prayer and bible reading portion each day – why not give it a go!

6th Netley Marsh Rufuc Cub Pack Sponsored Silence: the cubs completed a sponsored 15-minute Silence Challenge. This was to support the Restoration Fund and the silence raised a fantastic £753.87 for the restoration works. A big thank you to Ian Sims, akela, and all the cub pack in completing the challenge for us.
From John – our Vicar

The whole movement of the bible is towards the wonderful mutual indwelling of God with all creation – including us! The bible begins with the two creation stories relating in their particular way the harmony and unity within everything in every corner. No wonder the Creator exclaims ‘it is good!’

As we know only too well, this harmony was forsaken with the fall… Adam & Eve eating of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This action was a sign of rivalry entering the created order, leading to the pervasive culture of enmities and murder. The rest of the book of Genesis is a vivid description of this breakdown in human relations with Cain murdering his brother Abel, the utter disorder in the period up to Noah’s flood, the intrigue and duplicity of family life with Jacob and Esau and the petty and violent rivalries in the Joseph story. 

We have the provision of the Law as an attempt to restore unity and harmony among the peoples. But instead of drawing people together it was used widely as a means of division. This is all too clearly witnessed in the way the Pharisees and the teachers of the law persistently look to segregate the good from the bad, from the law-keepers and lawbreakers. Saul was the A* law keeper, zealous in his pursuit of those not following the Law. It was his conversion on the road to Damascus which turns him into an ambassador of love and grace. 

Jesus says of himself that he came to complete the law – by this he means he came to bring the grace required for harmony and unity to be lived out truly among the peoples. The refusal to listen and follow make it inevitable for enmity and division to persist.

At the baptism of Christ, we read of how the Spirit descended ‘in bodily form’ to rest on Jesus, and so empowering him in the mission to bring harmony and unity – a oneness between heaven and earth. Jesus speaks of the ‘open heaven’ and ladders filled with the traffic of heaven descending and ascending to earth. His teachings dwell largely on the absolute need for humans to desist from ‘judging one another lest we ourselves be judged’. He teaches us to pray for our enemies, love them and even forgive them over and over again. We are called to immerse ourselves in this way of living – to become his disciples – so God’s Kingdom, God’s dimension, can be lived out across all the world – just as it is in heaven.

The final chapter of the bible in Revelation 21 acclaims the dwelling of God with humanity. It describes the city of God being our city. It’s a prophetic vision and promise of what is to be. No wonder Jesus and the bible use the imagery of marriage so extensively to describe this movement towards harmony and unity. Isaiah likens God to a bridegroom rejoicing over his bride in the way God will rejoice over all his creation. The first of the Jesus signs which tell of God’s glory is the turning of water into wine at the marriage in Cana. It exuberantly describes the miracle of mutual indwelling – the water holding the very truth of the wine of celebration. 

In the same way, our mortal bodies hold the immortal. God’s Spirit has been given – we each hold a deposit. As we open ourselves, as we move away from our own agendas and make it our resolve to continually reach out beyond our own small walls we too will be renewed. And this renewal will be frequent! The common life of our world will one day be drenched with unity and harmony that was originally intended. Praise the name of the Lord!

Sunday 19 January Epiphany 2
Collect for Epiphany 2
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Isaiah 62: 1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
    her salvation like a blazing torch.
2 The nations will see your vindication,
    and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.
3 You will be a crown of splendour in the Lord’s hand,
    a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4 No longer will they call you Deserted,
    or name your land Desolate.
But you will be called Hephzibah,[a]
    and your land Beulah[b];
for the Lord will take delight in you,
    and your land will be married.
5 As a young man marries a young woman,
    so will your Builder marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
    so will your God rejoice over you.

John 2: 1-11

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4 “Woman,[a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.[b]
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Prayers for Epiphany 2
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

1 Come down, O Love divine, 
seek thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
2 O let it freely burn, 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let thy glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
3 And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace, 
till Love create a place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

Prayers of intercession  
Father - We pray for our world – for all its people and countries – for those living in oppressed or war- torn conditions. Praying for the people of Gaza and Israel, Ukraine and Russia, Syria, and so many more countries. – We pray for Peace –

Lord in your mercy

Father - We pray for our community, friends, families and church family. For those who are alone, unloved, unemployed, homeless or in any kind of need. We pray that they will know of your love and the comfort of your presence 

Lord in your mercy

Father - We hold up to your healing hands those who are sick. For those in our church family – for those in our community and for those we know personally. We pray for the frightened – for those living in poverty, for those who are awaiting treatment and for the terminally ill. We pray that they may find relief in their need and the comfort of your love we pray especially for …..

We remember those who have died recently: Ivy Stempt, Julie Toy;
And those whose anniversary falls at this time: Martin Darke (19th), Doris Darke (19th), Martin Hughes (19th), Robert Darke Snr (23rd);
Rest eternal grant unto them oh Lord and let light perpetual shine on them
Lord in your mercy

Heavenly Father as we leave here today we place into your hands

a world that needs peace,

a world that needs wisdom,

a world that needs healing.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart!

2 There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

3 Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up the gift in me.

4 Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat;
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.

	

	


The Blessing

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God, Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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