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Sunday 16 February 2025 
3rd Sunday before Lent
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
The Battle of Netley Marsh - Hangar Farm Wednesday 5 March 7.30pm there will be a screening of ‘The Battle of Netley Marsh and the Origins of Wessex’. Tickets £10/£7/£5 – and they are selling fast - there are only 25 tickets remaining – it looks like it will be a sell-out! All profits to St. Matthew’s Restoration Fund.

Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 4 March at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday 17 February & 3 March both at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions with both members of the wider community and our own church community. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Spring Fayre: Saturday 15 March: 2.00-4.00pm – this is a major fund raising event for church funds. We do need plenty of bottles (bring them into the hall on a Sunday), chocolates, cakes on the day, raffle prizes. If you wish to help, just contact either Ros or Deana. Thank you!

Revision of Church Electoral Roll
Every 6 years the church electoral roll (akin to a membership list) is drawn up afresh. This means everybody will need to complete a new electoral roll form – these will be in church for the next four Sundays. Please either complete in church or forward to me a completed form so your name can be added to the new list. Thank you. 
MIDDLE EAST MATTERSThe group met this month and began by discussing the church service which we are looking forward to leading on Sunday 6 April.  We looked at themes connecting the countries involved and will be giving more details in our next report. We then considered a passage from our Embrace literature with the title “The price of liberty is eternal vigilance” and how we need to be aware of and alert to injustice and human need in our everyday life. 
Pots needed for Morning May Coffee: Following the success of last years Morning Coffee and Plant & Craft sale, we will be holding another - on Wednesday 28th May!! If you have any spare ceramic, terracotta, plastic style plant pots that are in good saleable condition we can refill with plants to sell please let Clive or Sandra know or leave in the back room. These sold very well last year! Also, if you are putting any seeds in or growing any plants, inc veg, why not plant a few extra for the sale and bring along nearer the time!!!
From John – our Vicar

When we read that remarkable account last week of the catch of fish in the deep water it became very quickly apparent to those first disciples that this was what abundance is all about. The catch was not meagre. It was not merely a ‘netful’ – it was abundant. The two boats could not hold the fish! 

Our economic worldview has at its core element the belief in the scarcity of resources. The scarcity model implies scarce resources must be paid for, the scarcer the greater the profit. Wars are raged to ensure clear access, peoples are maltreated to mine these resources, debts are owed in all manner of ways as the scarce goods are traded and distributed usually to those who can afford the price. We saw this evidenced clearly with the distribution of the various COVID vaccines across (or not) the world community. 

In this economic world there is an understanding scores must be settled. Debts yes are built up, but they must be re-paid. And the re-payment can take many forms. We see this outplayed between nations, and we see it closer to home in many other aspects of public life. When a wrong has been committed, the score must be settled. When a line has been crossed, there must be ramifications – and sometimes this can spill over into vengeance. Perhaps we have witnessed this in the Middle East particularly over the last 18 months or so. 

This settling of scores means there are winners and losers. The winners continue to win, as it is them who then have the power and control to set the rules of engagement. And these rules ensure the gap is ever widening between the losers and the winners. The narratives are set by the winners - guaranteed to strengthen their position. 

In Luke chapter 6 Jesus blesses the poor and curses the rich. It would be easy to think that Jesus is playing the very self-game of winners and losers, but this time reversing who wins `and who loses. But if this is so, then Jesus is only re-hashing the old game. 

But in my view, Jesus is ushering in a whole new ball game. A game where there are no winners and losers. It’s a game founded on forgiveness – you see, forgiveness is all about letting go of past scores which need settling. The Lord’s Prayer at its heart has the petition ‘forgive us our debts as we forgive everybody indebted towards us’ (Luke 11:4). Forgiveness is the very action of Jesus in his coming into the world and it’s this action which he calls us to pray and put into action.

As we know following this teaching is not easy. And it’s the winners who find it hardest – because they have the most to lose. Why should they give up settling all those scores when they continue to be winners in the accumulation of material wealth and comfort? They resist because the very thought of changing the game is nonsensical. And yet it’s a game which brings ‘woe’ even to the winners. They’re never content, always demanding greater rewards, insecure over future events, forever in rivalry with the world. No wonder Jesus says to them – the winners – ‘woe to you…!’ The losers though are much more ready to change the game. Their propensity to look for a new way is made much easier by being on the hard end of the pervasive, existing game.

Maybe this is why, when we feel on the wrong side of life, when events don’t work in our favour, when we’re tripped up by illness, failure, and grief, when losing becomes our experience, we find ourselves open to a ‘whole new ball game’ played out ‘on a level place’ – it’s where Jesus taught from in Luke chapter 6!

Yes! We really are blessed when we’re ready for a ‘whole new ball game’. 

Sunday 16 February 3rd  Sunday before Lent
Collect for 3rd Sunday before Lent
Almighty God, who alone can bring order to the unruly and passions of sinful humanity: give your people grace so to love what you command and to desire what you promise, that, among the many changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Jeremiah 17: 5-10

This is what the Lord says:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,
    who draws strength from mere flesh
    and whose heart turns away from the Lord.
6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands;
    they will not see prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of the desert,
    in a salt land where no one lives.

7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
    whose confidence is in him.
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water
    that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
    its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
    and never fails to bear fruit.”

9 The heart is deceitful above all things
    and beyond cure.
    Who can understand it?
10 “I the Lord search the heart
    and examine the mind,
to reward each person according to their conduct,
    according to what their deeds deserve.”
Luke 6: 17-26

He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him,because power was coming from him and healing them all.

20 Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
    for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
    for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
    for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you,
    when they exclude you and insult you
    and reject your name as evil,
        because of the Son of Man.

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
    for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,
    for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
    for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
    for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

Prayers for 3rd  Sunday before Lent

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

1 All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew.
Me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown,
he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

2 Human pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray his trust;
what with care and toil he buildeth,
tower and temple, fall to dust.
But God's power,
hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

3 God's great goodness aye endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore
from his store
new-born worlds rise and adore.

4 Daily doth th' Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand
at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

5 Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ his Son.
Christ doth call
one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

Prayers of intercession  
We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, we especially pray for Bishop Philip in his role as Bishop of Winchester; 

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for those who have recently died: Clive Reacord;
And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: 

We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

Oh let the Son of God enfold you
With His Spirit and His love
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul
Oh let Him have the things that hold you
And His Spirit like a dove
Will descend upon your life and make you whole

[Chorus]
Jesus, oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs
Jesus, oh Jesus
Come and fill Your lambs

[Verse 2]
Oh come and sing this song with gladness
As your hearts are filled with joy
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name
Oh give Him all your tears and sadness
Give Him all your years of pain
And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name
	

	


The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ, and the blessing of God, Father,  Son and Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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