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Sunday 15 December 2024 
Advent 3
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
Christmas Services (in Church Hall)
Sunday 22 December 6.30pm
 Trad. Carol Service
Wednesday 25 December 8.00am Holy Communion
*There will be two Christingle services at St. Mary’s Copythorne on Tuesday 24 December at 3.00pm & 5.00pm and there will be a Christmas Eve Midnight Communion at 11.30pm at St. Mary’s Copythorne.*

Sunday 29 December: there will be ONE service in the benefice on this Sunday – it will be in the St. Matthew’s Church Hall at 10.00am. 
Making Christingles: we will be putting together the 150 christingles for the two Christmas Eve services (24 Dec 3.00pm & 5.00pm) on Monday 23 December 9.00am-11.00am. Do come along – there will be coffee, and several others helping – bring along soft sweets if you can for the christingles! It is all being done at St. Mary’s Church Copythorne – you can park outside the church door at the top of the driveway. 
Rev’d John & the Nice Marathon Run: You can catch a 2 minute story of John’s marathon here: https://youtu.be/UH6xSq2OOEk?si=TIP6oM6vhI900YPb
John’s just giving page can be found at: https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/revdjohnmarathon
Tendring House Carol Singing: we will be gathering with the residents at Tendring House on Tuesday 17 December at 11.00am for a 30. Minute service of Carols and fellowship together. 
6th Netley Marsh Rufuc Cub Pack Sponsored Silence: as part of their World Challenge Badge the cubs completed a sponsored 15 minute Silence Challenge at one of their Monday meetings. This was to support the Restoration Fund and the silence raised a fantastic £753.87 for the restoration works. A big thank you to Ian Sims, akela, and all the cub pack in completing the challenge for us.
MIDDLE EAST MATTERS At our recent meetings, prior to the arrival of the season of Advent, we have been looking at the theme of Light in the One Household of God as it relates to our Middle East Studies. We reflected on the work the Christian communities are doing to bring light into the darkness in the countries supported by Embrace.  
Festive Afternoon Tea Sunday 1st December  2.30pm in the Church Hall: Thank you to Clive and Sandra for making it all happen. Over £500 raised – with 50 people attending -brilliant!
From John – our Vicar
Fire is dangerous! It burns with a will of its own, and when left unattended it can ravage a landscape with desparate results. And yet, fire can also be warming, it can provide heat for the stove, and power to the engine. Fire can be destructive, but also it can sustain life. And in the gospel reading from Luke 3 we have three occasions when the word is used. 

The first (3:9) and the last (3:17) both suggest fire is there to destroy what is of no use – the chaff and the fruitless tree. The second (3:16) links fire with the work of the Holy Spirit. And we know fire is a vibrant image of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost in Acts 2.

John the Baptist holds no qualms about using the imagery of fire – especially in describing the plight of the wicked. He also has little restraint in linking the fiery punishment with the action of God. In this way John is standing shoulder to shoulder with much of Old Testament language – you’d better watch out, if you don’t behave then a violence is coming upon – a violence meted out by God himself.

However, when we stand this message up against the message and life of Jesus there appears to be quite a distance between them. Rather than proclaiming a fiery furnace for the perpetrators of the crucifixion, Jesus prays a forgiveness. Perhaps there would have been little complaint if Jesus had pronounced eternal damnation on those who so willingly pushed him to his death. But no, Jesus forgives them – for they know not what they do. The violence of Good Friday is not one which has its source in God, but in the human heart.

Indeed, it’s a common use of judgment with Jesus and St. Paul – that the judgment we receive is of our own making. It is us who consign ourselves to misery and a life of hell by our own soulless living. Humanity leaves itself at the mercy of its own violence time and time again. The refusal of grace, the rejection of forgiveness, the turning away from a goodness which knows no end results in a dreadful cycle of finding meaning in putting others down, choosing rivalry instead of friendship, accusation instead of blessing. We leave ourselves to be chaff, blown by the wind into the storms of blame, cursing, and hostility to those that threaten and disturb us.

Jesus took this violence, this judgment upon himself in going the way of the cross. He willingly entered by the sheep gate to be sacrificed on the altar of human scapegoating. In this he demonstrated once and for all this violence was not within God – not one speck of it is found in the Godhead – but only in the human systems and cultures in every age and across every land. In the Good Friday murder Jesus enters the deepest levels of hell, but he endures and rises through it all by the power of God’s Holy Spirit. His resurrection holds none of the violence which took him to his death, instead he rises with a forgiveness and grace which is to turn the world and its systems upside down.

And so, John announces Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit – with the grace and power of forgiveness against which nothing can stand – with fire. You see, the Holy Spirit has the power to quench the violence within us, to burn the resentments and petty irritations into dust, and then allow the goodness of the deep river to flow again into the world through us.

John’s understanding of Jesus was to make a big turn-a round – witnessed later when he is in prison and he questions whether Jesus really is the One whom is to come. Maybe in this season of advent, we too will discover afresh the story of Jesus, and for this story to be ours as well. 
Sunday 15 December Advent 3
Collect for Advent 3
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Philippians 4: 4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Luke 3: 7-18

John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”
13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.


Prayers for Advent 3
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

1 Rejoice, the Lord is King:
Your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing,
And triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

2 Jesus, the Saviour, reigns,
The God of truth and love;
When He has purged our stains,
He took his seat above;
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

3 His kingdom cannot fail,
He rules o'er earth and heav'n;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus giv'n:
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

4 Rejoice in glorious hope!
Our Lord and judge shall come
And take His servants up
To their eternal home:
Lift up your heart,
Lift up your voice!
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Joan Read)
Father, we gather here under your care 

Thank you for your love that never leaves us. We thank you for those with us here today, that you will guide our thoughts and actions to help us and give us your peace in this season of advent.

Lord in your mercy

Father, today we pray for victims of war, flood, earthquake, fire, famine or disease. For those left homeless or injured, those physically or mentally damaged and  those without hope for the future may they feel your presence and your love.

Lord in your mercy

Father – we pray for those who are sick. For those waiting for treatment or surgery – for those who are in pain - for those who are terminally ill – for those who are frightened. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers …

Lord in your mercy

We remember those who have died in recent days: Alma Keppie, Ivy Stempt; 

And those whose anniversary falls at this time: Jim Henry (17th),  Ethel Merrikin (19th);
Rest eternal grant unto them oh lord and let light perpetual shine on them

Lord in your mercy

Prayer for the 3rd Sunday of advent Joy. Heavenly Father fill our hearts with the joy that comes from knowing your love. May we rejoice in the good news of salvation and share that joy with others 

Lord in your mercy

As we leave today let us pray for the church and the world and thank God for his goodness.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness shining : Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us ; set us free by the truth you now bring us : 

shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory ; blaze, Spirit, blaze, 

set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy ; send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light ! 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, from the shadows into your radiance ;
by the blood I may enter your brightness : search me, try me, consume all my darkness : 

shine on me, shine on me. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness
so our faces display your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory :
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story : 

shine on me, shine on me. 

	

	


The Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God, Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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