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Sunday 23 March 2025 
Lent 3
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
Lent Reflections: ‘Missing God’
In this poem Dennis O’Driscoll holds a repeating rhythm of the words ‘Missing Him…’ rather like the regular beeps of a life support machine. The poem describes a world which for many people is no longer sacramental – a sacrament being a visible action making real an invisible truth. It means that for many in our own locality and across our nation, life is broadly two dimensional – and there is little available reference points to a transcendent presence. We feel this direction of travel keenly in the church as we seek to remain faithful and steadfast in offering worship and thanksgiving week by week amid a rapid secularisation of both the private and public worlds of where we live. Copies of the poem are in the church hall and attached to this newsletter.
Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 1 April at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday17 & 31 March both at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions with both members of the wider community and our own church community. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Spring Fayre: Saturday 15 March: 2.00-4.00pm – raised a Fantastic £610 for church funds – thank you to everybody who supported.
Revision of Church Electoral Roll
Please either complete in church or forward to me a completed form so your name can be added to the new list. Thank you. 
MIDDLE EAST MATTERS At our last two meetings we have been preparing for our 11.30 church service which will take place on Sunday 6 April.
We shall be looking at examples of the educational challenges and successes of EMBRACE and their partners in Syria, Egypt, Lebanon, Israel-Palestine, and Iraq.  Following the service all are invited to stay for coffee, tea and refreshments made by the members of MEM from Middle Eastern recipes.  We hope to see you there.

Restoration Works: these are currently proceeding – getting the interior church ready step by step. Do continue to pray for all the contractors, Tim our architect and Dave who is doing a fantastic job in liaising and managing the schedule etc.
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1 May at 4.00pm in the Church Hall.

From John – our Vicar

When calamity strikes, whether that be on a personal or public scale, there can often be a clamour for explanation. Why! This is almost an instinctual response we make as we look for sense in it all. And it can lead some to blame God… why was it allowed to happen? It can then be suggested there must have been some malpractice, or even sin, to explain the crisis. Even if not explicitly believed, this notion – that God metes out justice on earth in a Santa Claus kind of way - can linger and corrode any faith we might hold in a good, generous God. 

This can often mean our own moral compass is set in a clear-cut binary system – where the good is rewarded and the bad punished. Maybe it goes back to that justice system where scores must be settled– both on a personal and public level. 

In Luke 13 Jesus is challenged with such a viewpoint. Jesus is reminded about an incident where the blood of some Galileans was mixed with their sacrifices by Pilate. It may have been some Galileans protesting or acting against the Roman Imperial power and were upbraided at the time of sacrifice – then killed by the Roman authorities with their blood mingled with the blood of the animals. So, were these activist Galileans worse sinners than all the other Galileans whose dissatisfaction was kept much more private. Jesus pronounces a very definitive ‘I tell you, no!’ The original Aramaic testifies to the vehemence of Jesus’ rebuttal. And Jesus then references the falling of the tower of Siloam – situated at the foot of the Temple – where originally there was only a gentle walk up to the Temple. But then King Herod built the holy esplanade structure, the Temple Mount, which loomed high over Siloam, and so maybe the Siloam Tower was constructed as an act of vanity to rival the esplanade. Anyway, Jesus tells us that when the Tower fell (maybe due to an earth tremor) 18 people were crushed to death. So, were these 18 ‘more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem’? Jesus provides the unequivocable ‘I tell you, no!’

Here Jesus is underlining again that God is not involved any tit-for-tat kind of justice. And each time Jesus provides the warning, ‘but unless you repent, you also will perish’. What is it then we must do – what is this repenting all about?

Well, Jesus gives us the parable of the fig tree to help us understand. The owner of the vineyard had a fig tree growing on his land – it would usually have been in the prime NE location of the vineyard where there would be maximum sunshine. And the leaves of the tree would extend to cover a large area – with nothing growing underneath its reach. So, you would think – if after 3 years – there had been no fruit, just cut it down. The gardener (or worker) resists the owner’s direction: just give me time to dig around the tree, manure will be turned in, and if fruit then bears great, if not cut it down. As we know, the gardener is a metaphor Jesus uses for God’s work – and here again God refuses the day of vengeance and calls in a day of mercy. It is mercy not vengeance which will bring forth life.

Once again Jesus reaffirms God has nothing to do with the day of vengeance -the tree is to be spared to allow mercy and forgiveness to work the soil. God’s way is one of mercy, which when turned into the earth brings forth new life. The repentance we are called into is that willingness to allow ourselves to be ‘turned’ from vengeance and score settling to a life of loving kindness and grace. We consciously let this happen to the degree we permit the gardener to do his work in us and through us.  Life then begins to happen! Amen.

Sunday 23 March Lent 3
Collect for Lent 3

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Isaiah 55: 1-9
“Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
2 Why spend money on what is not bread,
    and your labour on what does not satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
    and you will delight in the richest of fare.
3 Give ear and come to me;
    listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
    my faithful love promised to David.
4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
    a ruler and commander of the peoples.
5 Surely you will summon nations you know not,
    and nations you do not know will come running to you,
because of the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has endowed you with splendour.”

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found;
    call on him while he is near.
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways
    and the unrighteous their thoughts.
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.


Luke 13: 1-9

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any.7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
Prayers for Lent 3
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry, and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

As the deer pants for the water, So my soul longs after You. You alone are my heart's desire And I long to worship You. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, To You alone may my spirit yield. You alone are my heart's desire And I long to worship You. 
I want You more than gold or silver, Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy-giver And the apple of my eye. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, To You alone may my spirit yield. You alone are my heart's desire And I long to worship You. 
You're my Friend and You are my brother, Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything. 
You alone are my strength, my shield, To You alone may my spirit yield. You alone are my heart's desire And I long to worship You. 
Prayers of intercession  

We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, we especially pray for Bishop Philip in his role as Bishop of Winchester; 

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

We pray for those who have died in recent days: Cyril King;
And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Jane Bethel (24th), Ruth Donovan (25th), Charles Moody (29th);

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Guide me, O my great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,
where the healing waters flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
ever be my strength and shield,
ever be my strength and shield.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell's Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever sing to you,
I will ever sing to you. 
The Blessing

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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