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Sunday 13 April 2025 
Palm Sunday
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion 
with distribution of palm crosses

Holy Week & Easter

There will be a Good Friday Devotional service at 2.00pm this Friday (18 April) in the Church Hall. There will be the traditional veneration of the cross as well as receiving holy communion.
John has been invited by the Totton churches to preach at the Good Friday Totton Precinct service at 12 noon.

There will be a service of Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Copythorne on Maundy Thursday (17 April) at 7.30pm.

Lent Reflections: ‘Missing God’
If you haven’t picked up the poem ‘Missing God’ there are some copies in the church hall.

Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 6 May at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday 28 April, 12 & 19 May all at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Bluebell walk: Saturday 26 April 2.00pm We will be gathering in the St. Matthew’s Church car park and will then make our way up to the resplendent Tatchbury bluebell wood.  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1 May at 4.00pm in the Church Hall.

Restoration Works: these are currently proceeding – getting the interior church ready step by step. The under-floor heating has been laid in the chancel and sanctuary area. We are anticipating that the chancel and sanctuary areas will be complete towards the end of May. 
Benefice week-day times to pray: across our benefice there are usually 12 public times for joining together with others to pray. There is a simple service of Morning Prayer each Thursday at 9.00am in St. Mary’s church, then in St. Matthew’s Church Hall on a Tuesday morning (9.30am in school term time) there is opportunity to sing and offer individual prayers of petition and praise. And then twice every month on a Monday evening (7.00pm) there is time to pray (without words) in Netley Marsh Infant School and the Netley Marsh Church Hall field. We can pray anywhere and really in any kind of way – it is principally allowing God’s life to sound a kind of echo in us. We don’t need clever words, sometimes we just have to stop what we’re doing and thinking – and then prayer happens!

From John – our Vicar
Palm Sunday is all about a procession. And what a procession it is. The central figure Jesus is riding a colt – a young donkey – into the city… a curious sight it must have been! Jesus’ feet might well have been trailing on the ground, and yet the people along the roadside are recognising something very special. They wave palm branches, throw their coats onto the road, and shout out ‘Hosanna, hosanna, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’. And it’s not just the shouts of the people which reverberate on this day, but the whole earth – for Jesus says if the people are quietened the stones will shout out praise!

You see, Jerusalem would have been very accustomed to another kind of parade – whenever Herod entered the city in parade from his base in Caesarea, Philippi, there would have been riding a mighty warhorse, and he would not have been surrounded by a rag-bag kind of crowd but by chariots and uniformed soldiers holding aloft spears and bows – communicating power, strength and fear to the city people. The contrast between the two parades could not be starker. One tells of an authority which is nervous, brittle and reliant on outward show for its legitimacy, while the other is simple, decidedly unshowy and yet containing grace and truth in abundance.

This Palm Sunday procession provides us with a visual re-telling of God’s kingdom in juxtaposition with the kingdoms of this world. Even today, we are very familiar with nervous authority figures announcing their arrival into the city of state with great fanfare and highly organised military precision. Whether it be Russian tanks in Red Square, or British pageantry in central London, the intention is to underline the credibility and resourcefulness of the authority being affirmed. 

As we know, the joyous Palm Sunday parade was soon replaced by the walk to Calvary, with Jesus now not riding a colt but carrying a cross – the method of his crucifixion. There are no joyous acclamations here, but beating of breasts, cruel mockery and brutal blows  and insults from nearby soldiers and passers-by. 

Holy Week – which begins with Palm Sunday – draws a particular picture of what Jesus has spent much time in describing – the kingdom of heaven. It can look random, lacking the credentials which are often assigned to something of value and real power, decidedly weak and at the mercy of the prevailing culture. The perception may be accurate, yet at its centre of the Holy week narrative is a source and life which neither death nor floods can withstand. On Good Friday, a forgiveness pours forth in the middle of all the ugliness and venom of the drama. And when we reach the third day, Easter Day, resurrection life is acclaimed right in the depths of the empty tomb. This is God’s kingdom. 

It is this kingdom the Christian community is called to inhabit – both as individuals and as a wider community. There will be none of the world’s values such as success, wealth, and military might. But there will be a rootedness in something beyond time and place, and a forgiveness moving and shaping every part of its being. For too long the modern church in its institutional organisation has failed to truly value the kingdom it is called to represent and bear witness to. It has succumbed to the temptation to seek after a worldly success which is data rather than character driven. There is an urgency for the church to re-discover a Palm Sunday and Holy Week dimension at its core. And in doing so, to faithfully encourage its communities, to stay in this place and allow its life to be formed by the flow of forgiveness pouring from the Good Friday cross. 
Sunday 13 April Palm Sunday
Collect for Palm Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love for the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Philippians 2: 5-11
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature[a] God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature[b] of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    by becoming obedient to death—
        even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

Luke 19: 28-40

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”[a]
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

Prayers for Palm Sunday
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Savior meek, pursue Your road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed.

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, Your triumphs now begin 
o’er captive death and conquered sin.

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The host of angels in the sky 
look down with sad and wond'ring eyes 
to see th'approaching Sacrifice.

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.
The Father on His sapphire throne
awaits His own anointed Son.

5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die, 
bow Your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O Christ, Your pow'r and reign.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Susie Curtis)

Heavenly Father, as we are gathered this morning, Palm Sunday we give our thoughts to Jesus, as he makes his triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where he is greeted with palm branches and shouts of Hosanna. As we go through this week, we hope that we can give just a few moments everyday to meditate this process.

Lord in your mercy

 Heavenly Father we have much to be grateful for. We pray for our community, our schools as they enjoy their Easter break, we pray that they become aware of what Easter is really all about.
Lord in your mercy

We pray for all those who are suffering physically and mentally. Lord, we pray for the lonely, and the grieving.

Lord, we pray for our emergency services, as they go about their daily lives saving others.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

Also, those who have asked for our prayers …………………….see 

sheet.

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days:
  ……And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Brian Godwin (17th);
REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, we pray for our beloved Church St Matthews, 

We pray for all involved in the rebuilding of your sacred house, we pray for our local tradesmen who have worked without reward, we look forward to the time when we can worship you there again.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for all those who are preparing for weddings and baptisms this year. We pray for John as he ministers to both parishes, with his kindness and his calmness in all situations, helping us all.

Lord in your mercy

Oh, heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, please be with all the human race as they come to terms with the way the world is. Guide us with your heavenly spirit in our daily lives, help us to understand that no matter what man does, or how great man thinks he is, there is only one man and his son that can have the ultimate respect and love, and that is you heavenly Father and your precious son our saviour Jesus.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

From Heaven, You came helpless babe
Entered our world, your glory veiled
Not to be served but to serve
And give Your life that we might live

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

There in the garden of tears
My heavy load he chose to bear
His heart with sorrow was torn
"Yet not My will but Yours", He said

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

Come see His hands and His feet
The scars that speak of sacrifice
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone Him
Each other's needs to prefer
For it is Christ we're serving

This is our God, The Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to The Servant King

The Blessing

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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